Heathland and Dry Acid Grassland U
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Acid grassland is an unusual habitat, existing only where levels of grazing
maintain open conditions on acidic soils. It has a tendency to either be very
tightly grazed, as is seen in much of the uplands, or under-grazed, where it is
soon overtaken by the growth of ranker grasses (especially in damper
conditions). In the former situation the tight sward means many of the grasses
grow in miniature and vegetative form, and most identification has to be
carried out in the absence of inflorescences.

Heathland supports a narrow range of rather distinctive grasses, many of
which possess slender and needle-like leaves as an adaption to the dry soils
this habitat develops on. Several species, including Mat-grass and Heath Rush
show high levels of resistance to grazing with specially adapted leaves.
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